Referee Interview Report
FAMILY & FRIENDS REFEREE INTERVIEW PROFORMA

TO BE USED AFTER WRITTEN REFERENCE RECEIVED, TO GUIDE INTERVIEW WITH REFEREE AND COMPLETION OF INTERVIEW REPORT.  

Name of Prospective Carer:

Referee’s name, address and phone number: 

1) Result of checking referee’s name against relevant Child Protection Register 

FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF REFERENCE SHOULD BE HALTED IF REFEREE’S NAME SHOWN ON CHILD PROTECTION REGISTER AND DISCUSSION HELD WITH MANAGER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE  ABOUT WHETHER ASSESSMENT  OF PROSPECTIVE CARER(s) CAN CONTINUE
2) Nature of relationship between referee and prospective carer, including whether referee has own children, if so detail children’s relationship with prospective carer

3) Which period(s) of prospective carer’s life does reference cover 

4) Referee’s views on prospective carer’s relationship with their partner, parents and other significant relatives, including ex partners they have co-parented with

5) Referee’s views on prospective carer’s parenting and child care experience

6) Referee’s views on whether prospective carer would ever abuse or neglect a child placed with them

7) What does the referee know about the needs of the child(ren) the prospective carers are being assessed for

8) What does referee consider the impact of placing the child(ren) will be for the prospective carers, and other children in the household? What will have to change to accommodate the child(ren), including employment, study and leisure pursuits

9) What does the referee consider the prospective carer will find the most challenging in caring for the child(ren)

10)  How does the referee think the prospective carer will manage contact between the child(ren) and birth parents

11) Referee’s views on prospective carer’s particular strengths and 
positive factors they will bring to parenting the child(ren)
12) Referee’s views on prospective carer's vulnerabilities in parenting 

the child(ren)
13) Has the referee known the prospective carers to have drug or alcohol problems either currently or in the past

14) Does the proposed carer have any physical or mental health problems? 

15) Is the carer on prescribed medication which might affect their ability to care for the child(ren)?

16) Is the accommodation suitable for the child(ren) in the short term /long term and is the tenancy secure? 
17) What support does the referee consider the prospective carer will need to care for the child(ren) and where is this support likely to come from.  
18) Any other relevant points that should be highlighted for Panel from reference and interview with referee if not covered elsewhere.

19) Analysis of referees comments and ‘weight’ assessor confers to the reference and referee’s opinions.
Date referee interviewed, please specify if this was NOT in person.    Date:  

Checklist completed by:                           Date: 


































