PAN SUSSEX FORMATS: INCLUSION & ASSESSMENT OF FAMILY & FRIENDS 
Part C. VIABILITY ASSESSMENT OF FAMILY & FRIENDS CARER(S)

· Please use guidance notes to inform viability & decision making 

· Parts A, B & highlighted sections in D also required for further F&F assessment
Is this a (please indicate):
· Regulation 24 placement  

· Child already with Family & Friends Carer (other context) 
· Viability of potential carer where child not yet placed 
1. DETAILS OF THE POTENTIAL CARERS:
	a) Name(s) of carers*: 
	b) DOB*:

	
	

	
	

	c) Address & contact details:* (unless confidential)

	

	d) Local Authority Area:* (unless confidential)

	

	e) Ethnic heritage*:
	f) Linguistic heritage & language spoken at home*:

	
	

	g) Religion:
	h) Nationality (& immigration status if appropriate)*:

	
	

	i) Details of any disability:

	

	j) Children to be cared for 

	a) Name(s) of Child(ren) 
	DOB:*
	Ethnic, cultural & linguistic heritage*
	Child’s Reference Number:

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


2. DETAILS OF OTHERS IN THE HOUSEHOLD*:

	a) Name, DOB/age & relationship to the potential carer(s) of all others living in the household:

	

	b) Views of adults and children in the household regarding this assessment/plan?

	


3. WORK UNDERTAKEN TO COMPLETE THE VIABILITY:

	a) Detail type and amount of contact you have had with these potential carers/others in household & wider family network to complete this assessment:

	

	b) What information has been given to the potential carers so far? 

	


4. SPECIFIC RISKS/VULNERABILITIES DISCLOSED BY THE POTENTIAL CARERS OR IDENTIFIED BY SOCIAL WORKER:

	a) Details of the carer(s) physical and mental health including any specific concerns disclosed by them or checks with health professionals: 

	

	b) Details of any offending disclosed by the carer(s) or through PNC/DBS checks:

	

	c) Details of any difficulties within own experiences as a child, any historical drug or alcohol use, or experience of domestic violence and the potential impact of these on caring for the child(ren):

	

	d) Details of any historical legal (family) proceedings* or social work involvement relating to the carer(s), their children and children they have cared for: 

A check with the prospective carer(s) home local authority must be undertaken

	


5. WHAT CAN THE POTENTIAL CARERS OFFER THE CHILD(REN):

	a) Detail the type ( eg relative/friend etc), nature and quality of the current and past relationship between the child(ren) and these carers & with others in the household:*

	

	b) Their ability and suitability to bring up the child(ren) until the child(ren) reache(s) the age of 18*

	

	c) Their understanding of and ability to meet the child(ren)’s current and likely future needs, particularly any needs the child(ren) may have arising from harm that the child has suffered* 

	

	d) what is their understanding of why the child cannot be with their parents? Include evidence of any protective action by them?

	

	e) How will they protect the child(ren) from further harm from parents & any others in the network who present a risk? 

Consider:

· How they might manage relationships with parents and significant others

· How they might manage & help the child with contact
· Their understanding of and ability to protect the child from any current or future risk of harm posed by the child’s parents, relatives or any other person the local authority considers relevant, particularly in relation to contact between any such person and the child * 

	

	f) What experience of caring for their own or other children can they bring to caring for the child(ren)*?

Consider:

· Historical or recent issues relating to their care of children

· Their capacity to offer warm, stimulating care 

· Their capacity to understand, adapt to & meet the child(ren)’s changing needs

· Capacity to meet any specific additional needs the child has

· Are they realistic about potential difficulties?


	

	g) What is their capacity to help the child(ren) understand why they are not with their parent(s)? 

	

	h) What is their capacity to promote a positive identity including in relation to ethnic, cultural & linguistic heritage and any religion? 

	

	i) How might they manage the changes in family roles & impact on other family members including their own birth children?

	

	j) Details of the carer’s relationship with each other and evidence regarding stability:

	

	k) Details of their wider support network:

	

	l) How will the carer(s) balance caring for the child(ren) with work and lifestyle commitments?

	

	m) Is their accommodation suitable for the child(ren)?

Consider space, security of tenure & capacity to move if appropriate.

Consider risks from any pets

	

	n) Date of home visit: 

	o) Detail degree of financial security including any significant debts:

	

	p) Relevant information regarding location, neighbourhood & community of the carer(s):

	


	q) What is their capacity to work in partnership with professionals now & in the future?

	

	r) How open are they to further learning and support?

	


ANALYSIS

	Specific strengths relating to the carer(s) ability to meet the child(ren)’s needs:

	· 

	Specific risks and vulnerabilities relating to the carer(s) capacity to meet the child(ren)’s needs:

	· 


RECOMMENDATION

	Recommendation as to whether the carer(s) are viable for immediate placement of the child, potentially viable for future placement or unsuitable for this child/ren:

	

	When was/will this assessment & recommendation be shared with the carers?

	

	Social Worker Name : 


	

	Signed:


	

	Date:


	

	Practice Manager Name :


	

	Signed:


	

	Date:


	

	Operations Manager Name


	

	Signed:


	

	Date: 
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