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	Name of applicant


	
	Home telephone no
	


	Home address
	


Introduction

Foster and Adoptive homes need to be safe for children and young people to live in. It is the responsibility of the fostering and adoption service to ascertain, as far as is reasonably possible, that the home fulfils acceptable safety standards. In line with National Care Standards (particularly Care Standard 6) the form below is designed to provide evidence that children will be cared for in a home where they will be safe from foreseeable harm to their health and safety.

The Health & Safety Checklist below contains questions about hazards that may exist in any home. The checklist provides a basic assessment of whether the home poses any health and safety risks to a child.

The form should be completed in two stages. Part 1 should be completed solely by the responsible social worker after the completion of Part 2. Part 2 of the form is intended to be completed in partnership with the prospective foster /adoptive carer(s). In practical terms, it is likely to be useful to provide prospective carers with a copy of the whole form prior to visiting the actual home. This preview will allow the prospective carer(s) a chance to consider the questions included on the form. The fact that a particular hazard has not been addressed at the time of the visit should not specifically exclude a prospective carer(s). It may be possible to quickly remedy a perceived health and safety shortcoming.

The social worker involved is not expected to be an expert in all the hazards covered by the form. However, it will be necessary to visit relevant areas of the home in order to make an informed assessment. The social worker, with the co-operation of the prospective carer(s), may find it necessary to examine documents or specific items in the home. This form should be completed taking into account both the age and special needs of a child to be placed in the home. As a general rule children under the age of eight will be less aware of health and safety hazards. This health and safety assessment should be reviewed on an annual basis or in the light of significant change.

Part 1
General household conditions (for completion only by responsible social worker)
	General condition for assessment


	
	If ‘No’, please state if not applicable (N/A) or if any improvements are required for this placement, who will undertake them and by when.



	Does the house appear to be maintained in a reasonable state of repair and decoration(
	Yes/No
	


	Does the accommodation offer suitable space/room for the number and age of children placed there(
	Yes/No
	


	Is the accommodation suitable for children with physical disabilities who may require more space( 
	Yes/No
	


	Are there physical barriers in the home restricting the movement of disabled children who require essential aids (eg wheelchair)( 
	Yes/No
	


	Is there sufficient indoor space to allow children to complete quiet activities (eg reading or homework)(
	Yes/No
	


	Is there sufficient outdoor space for the children to play/engage in boisterous activities within the perimeter of the home(
	Yes/No
	

	Has the house and grounds been checked for poisonous plants/trees(
	Yes/No
	

	Have all rooms/windows been checked for blind cords or other strangling hazards(
	Yes/No
	

	Do the rooms in the house have adequate natural ventilation(
	Yes/No
	


	Do all the rooms have the facility to be maintained at a reasonable temperature for the expected level of activity(
	Yes/No
	


	Does the accommodation have provision for children to eat meals in a comfortable and relaxed atmosphere (eg a designated eating area)(
	Yes/No
	


	Does the accommodation appear clean and free from 

strong odours (eg pets, cigarettes, urine, rubbish)(
	Yes/No
	

	Has the home been checked for appropriate storage of guns, swords (ornamental or otherwise) ( Pl give details
	Yes/No
	


	Is the home free from any other particular or obvious hazard(s) not covered here (eg building work)( Pl detail
	Yes/No
	


Part 2
General Safety (for completion by the prospective carer and social worker)
	Area of enquiry
	
	If ‘No’, please state if not applicable (N/A) or if any improvements are required for this placement, who will undertake them and by when.


	Are gas fires and water heaters serviced yearly (eg receipts or maintenance contract)(
	Yes/No
	


	Is electrical equipment in good repair (ie no worn leads or DIY cable-joining)(
	Yes/No
	


	Are electrical plug sockets sensibly loaded (eg adapters are not full with plugs and being used for appliances with heating elements)(

	Yes/No
	


	Does the electrical circuit have a trip device fitted(
	Yes/No
	


	Are room lights flicker free; no buzzing noise from sockets; no frequent tripping of circuit board or main fuse replacement(
	Yes/No
	


	Where appropriate, are child resistant safety covers fitted on accessible power points(
	Yes/No
	


	Are heating appliances securely fixed to the wall(
	Yes/No
	


	If applicable, are fireguards available and will they be used(

	Yes/No
	


	Are downstairs doors kept closed at night(
	Yes/No
	


	Are all window and door keys easily available in the event of fire(
	Yes/No
	


	Are smoke detectors fitted and do they work( (Can the prospective carer demonstrate by pressing test button()

	Yes/No
	


	Have large areas of glass (particularly below one meter) that may pose a risk to a child been fitted with safety glass/been laminated/are safe by virtue of location(

	Yes/No
	


	Are floors free of any loose or uneven floor coverings that may be a tripping hazard(
	Yes/No
	


	Is the composition of suites and sofas flame-resistant(
	Yes/No
	


	Does furniture appear to be in safe and good repair(
	Yes/No
	


	If appropriate, do opening windows have suitable safety features (eg restrictors or locks)(

	Yes/No
	

	Has the house been checked for blind cords and other possible strangling hazards(
	Yes/No
	


	Is there adequate artificial/natural light to illuminate any steps or staircases(

	Yes/No
	


	If applicable, have stair banisters been filled in or have a maximum four- inch gap between rails(

	Yes/No
	


	If applicable, has a stair gate been fitted(

	Yes/No
	


	Are there cellars? If so, how is access to them restricted(

	Yes/No
	


	Are materials such as alcohol, cigarettes, matches and lighters kept out of reach(

	Yes/No
	


	Are glassware, china and other fragile objects kept out of reach(

	Yes/No
	


	Does the home have a first aid box or are first aid supplies available(

	Yes/No
	


	Do push chairs, buggies and child equipment have a BS kite mark or CE mark (*see end of page 4)(

	Yes/No
	


	If appropriate, do front and back doors have locks that are out of reach or have child-proof locks fitted(

	Yes/No
	


Specific areas of accommodation

	Area of enquiry





	
	If ‘No’, please state if not applicable (N/A) or if any improvements are required for this placement, who will undertake them and by when.


	

	Is there an easily accessible fire blanket/extinguisher(
	Yes/No
	


	Are electrical leads to appliances, especially kettles, short and out of reach of young children(

	Yes/No
	


	Are knives and other utensils kept out of reach of young children or those with special needs(
	Yes/No
	


	Where appropriate, are child proof locks fitted to cupboards(
	Yes/No
	


	Where appropriate, is a cooker guard fitted(
	Yes/No
	


	Are kitchen work surfaces and flooring undamaged and kept clean(

	Yes/No
	


	Is food appropriately stored (ie raw meat below cold meats, food covered, etc) and the fridge kept at a suitable temperature (eg is there a fridge thermometer)(
	Yes/No
	


	Are harmful or poisonous chemical substances (eg bleach) kept stored in their original containers away from reach(
	Yes/No
	


	If appropriate, are chest freezers kept closed and locked(
	Yes/No
	


	If appropriate, is access to the kitchen restricted (eg safety gate) or will the child be routinely supervised(

	Yes/No
	




	Are electrical switches outside the actual bathroom(
	Yes/No
	


	Are pull cord switches used to control lights or electric fires situated away from likely splash areas(

	Yes/No
	


	Are potentially harmful substances and equipment (eg medicines, shampoos, cosmetics and razors) locked away out of reach(

	Yes/No
	


	Is there a thermostat on the hot water control to prevent scalding(

	Yes/No
	


	Is there a lock on the door( (Is it out of reach of small children( If necessary, can it be defeated from outside()


	Yes/No
	


	Where appropriate, can the temperature of water in a filled bath be tested prior to use(

	Yes/No
	




	Will the child/young person have his or her own bed/cot(

	Yes/No
	


	If bunk beds are to be used, is there a safe means to access and leave the bunk(
	Yes/No
	


	Does the bunk bed have guards to prevent an occupant from rolling/falling out(

	Yes/No
	


	If children over eight years old will be sharing a bedroom, will it be with a child of the same sex(

	Yes/No
	


	Are mattresses in good condition(
	Yes/No
	


	Does the cot cot/bed appear sound and safe to use( (is there a BS kite mark or CE mark( *see end of page 4)


	Yes/No
	

	Have carers been advised of the dangers of co-sleeping(

	Yes/No
	


Specific areas of accommodation continued

	Area of enquiry





	
	If ‘No’, please state if not applicable (N/A) or if any improvements are required for this placement, who will undertake them and by when.


	

	Has the garden been checked for poisonous plants or trees(

	Yes/No
	

	Are garden tools and DIY equipment locked away or kept out of sight and reach(
	Yes/No
	


	Are garden chemicals either locked away or kept out of sight and reach(

	Yes/No
	


	Are garden fences and gates secure and in good condition(
	Yes/No
	


	Are swing, slides, etc, securely fixed and kept in good condition(

	Yes/No
	


	Are garages and sheds locked when not in use(

	Yes/No
	


	Are any glass structures (eg greenhouses) fenced off(

	Yes/No
	


	Are any water features securely covered or securely fenced off(
	Yes/No
	


	Are sand pits covered when not in use (for hygiene reasons)(

	Yes/No
	


	Are outdoor electrical connections fitted with a trip device(

	Yes/No
	


	Is the garden area kept free from animal litter(

	Yes/No
	


	Are outdoor areas free from rubbish(

	Yes/No
	



	Are there any pets in the accommodation(

	Yes/No
	


	Is it reasonable to assume that these pets pose no physical threat to a child( If not pl undertake a Pet Risk Assessment.


	Yes/No
	


	Are sleeping and feeding arrangements for pets well managed and hygienic(

	Yes/No
	



	Do infant or child car seats have a BS kite mark or CE mark( *(see bottom of this page)


	Yes/No
	


	Are child seats approved for that particular vehicle( (Evidence may be found in the manufacturer’s manual).


	Yes/No
	


	Is there evidence of fully comprehensive insurance and, if applicable, a current MOT certificate(

	Yes/No
	


	Do drivers hold valid driving licences(

	Yes/No
	


	Is the vehicle maintained on a regular basis(

	Yes/No
	


	Is the vehicle suitable for a child with special needs(

	Yes/No
	



	Name and Signature of applicant/s
	 
	Date
	


	Name and Signature of assessor
	 
	Date
	

	Name and Signature of Practice Manager 
	
	Date
	

	Date set for annual Review and by whom
	
	Date
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* British Standard Approved kite mark�The CE sign states that the product is declared as conforming to European standards � EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���
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