Appendix 2: Delegated Authority
DELEGATED AUTHORITY AGREEMENT

The Delegated Authority Agreement should be kept under review. It should be completed in conjunction with the Placement Plan. 

	Delegated Authority


	Type of consent/decisions

	Definitions

	1 Signed consents
	All those procedures, activities and applications that require a signature on a document – for example, passports, medical consents, school trips.

	2 Implicit consents/agreements
	Actions which do not require a signature but where the consent issue concerns the young person’s access to or use of another service/activity/facility or individual – for example, routine dental treatment, opticians, overnight stays with friends, use of and access to Facebook.

	3 Other day-to-day decisions/ tasks
	The other tasks/decisions that involve the foster carer’s own personal care of the young person. These may link with other agreements around the foster carer’s role in a safer care plan or behaviour management strategy, as well as things like pocket money, times in and transporting children to school.

	Placements made under Section 20 (i.e. where B & H does not hold parental responsibility):      


	What are the respective responsibilities for B & H and for the child’s parents or any other person with parental responsibility?      


	Consents / Agreements - Medical / Health
Aspects of care that are to be delegated to the carer should be completed in the sections below


	Who has authority to give consent/agreement or undertake the task[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  More than one person could have authority to give a particular consent/agreement or undertake a particular task, e.g. both the parent and foster carer may be attending parents’ evenings. If this is the case, the individuals’ respective roles should be clarified in the “Notes” column.] 



	Task
	Who has Authority to give consent/ agreement to undertake the task?
Please select from the drop-down menu

	Notes (inc. notifications, prior consultation/recording requirement/conditions)
	Date

	Guidance: Delegated authority in relation to a child’s health needs may need to be revisited following a child’s initial health assessment by the LAC health team or assessment by other health professional.


	Signed consent to emergency medical treatment including anaesthetics and invasive procedures

	
	     
	     

	Consent – medically advised immunisations e.g. Hepatitis B, BCG

	
	     
	     

	Consent – prescribed medications.

	
	     
	     

	Consent – over the counter medications.

	
	     
	     

	Planned medical procedures including anaesthetics and invasive procedures

	
	     
	     

	Any medical procedure carried out in placement where the person administering the procedure requires training (e.g. child with disability of illness)

	
	     
	     

	Dental – signed consent to dental emergency treatment including anaesthetic

	
	     
	     

	Dental – routine treatment including anaesthetic

	
	     
	     

	Optician – appointments, tests, glasses

	
	     
	     

	Consent to statutory health assessment// medical examination by appropriate practitioner e.g. health visitor, school nurse, paediatrician, LAC health nurse specialist.

	
	     
	     

	Administration of prescribed and ‘over the counter’ medications

	
	     
	     

	Permission for school to administer prescribed/ over the counter medications

	
	     
	     

	Referral or consent for child or young person to access or receive other health services e.g. CAMHS

	
	     
	     

	Consents / Agreements - Education
Aspects of care that are to be delegated to the carer should be completed in the sections below


	Who has authority to give consent/agreement or undertake the task[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  More than one person could have authority to give a particular consent/agreement or undertake a particular task, e.g. both the parent and foster carer may be attending parents’ evenings. If this is the case, the individuals’ respective roles should be clarified in the “Notes” column.] 



	Task
	Who has Authority to give consent/ agreement to undertake the task?
Please select from the drop-down menu

	Notes (inc. notifications, prior consultation/recording requirement/conditions)
	Date

	Signed consent for school day trips

	
	     
	     

	Signed consents for school trips of up to 10 days in the UK

	
	     
	     

	School trips abroad

	
	     
	     

	School photos

	
	     
	     

	HOME / SCHOOL LIAISON: E.g. home/school book, parents' evenings, general communication

	
	     
	     

	Attendance at PEP meetings (personal Education Plan)
Date of last PEP

	
	     
	     

	Attendance at unplanned meetings re incidents or immediate issues

	
	     
	     

	Changing schools

	
	     
	     

	Referral or consent for child or young person to access another education service (please specify the service)

	
	     
	     

	Personal Health and Social Education including sex education

	
	     
	     

	Home/school agreements and communication reports

	
	     
	     

	Consents / Agreements - Personal, leisure and home life
Aspects of care that are to be delegated to the carer should be completed in the sections below


	Who has authority to give consent/agreement or undertake the task[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  More than one person could have authority to give a particular consent/agreement or undertake a particular task, e.g. both the parent and foster carer may be attending parents’ evenings. If this is the case, the individuals’ respective roles should be clarified in the “Notes” column.] 



	Task
	Who has Authority to give consent/ agreement to undertake the task?
Please select from the drop-down menu

	Notes (inc. notifications, prior consultation/recording requirement/conditions)
	Date

	Guidance: Can only be applied for by someone holding Parental Responsibility. In order to avoid delay, sensitive discussions with parent/s need to take place prior to the second LAC Review and early applications made for passports, if the child or young person has not already got one.

	Passport application

	
	     
	     

	Personal allowances/ pocket money

	
	     
	     

	Overnight with friends (‘sleepovers’)

	
	     
	     

	Day visits to friends

	
	     
	     

	Guiding principle is that no-one under the age of 18 years of age should be left in the care of another child. A risk assessment must be completed if sons and daughters undertake babysitting for any child in placement. (It may be possible that some sons and daughters aged 16 years could provide some short periods of babysitting but this will need to be assessed on an individual family basis.)

	Babysitting arrangements for child, including sons and daughters 

	
	     
	     

	Holidays within England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland

	
	     
	     

	Holidays outside England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland

	
	     
	     

	Sports/ social clubs

	
	     
	     

	More hazardous activities e.g. horse riding, skiing, rock climbing

	
	     
	     

	Haircuts and hair colouring

	
	     
	     

	Guidance: In English law, it is illegal for any young person under 16 years of age to have their genitals pierced. It is also illegal for females under 16 years old to have their breasts pierced, although this does not apply to males under 16 years of age.

	Body Piercing

	
	     
	     

	Guidance: It is illegal for anyone under the age of 18 to have a tattoo

	Tattoos

	
	     
	     

	Mobile Phones

	
	     
	     

	Part time employment

	
	     
	     

	Accessing social networking sites e.g. Facebook, Twitter, MSN

	
	     
	     

	Photos or other media activity

	
	     
	     

	Preparation for independence

	
	     
	     

	Attendance at the Looked After Children Council

	
	     
	     

	Consents / Agreements - Faith, religion, cultural observance and diversity issues
Aspects of care that are to be delegated to the carer should be completed in the sections below


	Who has authority to give consent/agreement or undertake the task[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  More than one person could have authority to give a particular consent/agreement or undertake a particular task, e.g. both the parent and foster carer may be attending parents’ evenings. If this is the case, the individuals’ respective roles should be clarified in the “Notes” column.] 



	Task
	Who has Authority to give consent/ agreement to undertake the task?
Please select from the drop-down menu

	Notes (inc. notifications, prior consultation/recording requirement/conditions)
	Date

	New or changes in faith, church or religious observance

	
	     
	     

	Attendance at a place of worship

	
	     
	     

	Summary of the Child's Cultural and Identity Needs. Summarise the development of the child's identity and those factors that should be given priority:
     


	Consents / Agreements - Identity and Names
Aspects of care that are to be delegated to the carer should be completed in the sections below


	Who has authority to give consent/agreement or undertake the task[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  More than one person could have authority to give a particular consent/agreement or undertake a particular task, e.g. both the parent and foster carer may be attending parents’ evenings. If this is the case, the individuals’ respective roles should be clarified in the “Notes” column.] 



	Task
	Who has Authority to give consent/ agreement to undertake the task?
Please select from the drop-down menu

	Notes (inc. notifications, prior consultation/recording requirement/conditions)
	Date

	Guidance: It would be in very rare circumstances that a child or young person should use the foster carers’ surname.

	New or changes in ‘nicknames’, order of first names or preferred names.

	
	     
	     

	Life story work

	
	     
	     

	Guidance: It would be in very rare circumstances that a child or young person should use the foster carers’ surname.

	Summary of the Child's Cultural and Identity Needs. Summarise the development of the child's identity and those factors that should be given priority:
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	Consents / Agreements – Contact 
Aspects of care that are to be delegated to the carer should be completed in the sections below


	Who has authority to give consent/agreement or undertake the task[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  More than one person could have authority to give a particular consent/agreement or undertake a particular task, e.g. both the parent and foster carer may be attending parents’ evenings. If this is the case, the individuals’ respective roles should be clarified in the “Notes” column.] 



	Task
	Who has Authority to give consent/ agreement to undertake the task?
Please select from the drop-down menu

	Notes (inc. notifications, prior consultation/recording requirement/conditions)
	Date

	Arranging contact

	
	     
	     

	Facilitation of contact

	
	     
	     

	Formal supervision of contact

	
	     
	     

	Arrangements for notifying any changes in contact arrangements

	
	     
	     

	Consents / Agreements – Communication & recording
Aspects of care that are to be delegated to the carer should be completed in the sections below


	Who has authority to give consent/agreement or undertake the task[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  More than one person could have authority to give a particular consent/agreement or undertake a particular task, e.g. both the parent and foster carer may be attending parents’ evenings. If this is the case, the individuals’ respective roles should be clarified in the “Notes” column.] 



	Task
	Who has Authority to give consent/ agreement to undertake the task?
Please select from the drop-down menu

	Notes (inc. notifications, prior consultation/recording requirement/conditions)
	Date

	Details of information the carer is required to keep

	
	     
	     

	Any circumstances or specific information that will be communicated to parents  

	
	     
	     

	Any additional information: 
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	Authorised / Agreed


	Name of person who is delegating responsibilities:      

	Date:      

	Designation of person who is delegating responsibilities:      

	Date:      

	Child/ young person’s signature:      

	Date:      

	Birth parent/s signature/s:      

	Date:      

	It is an obligation on the foster carer/s to comply with the terms of the foster care agreement made under Reg 27(5)(b) FSR 2011

	Foster carer/s signature:      

	Date:      

	A child can be placed with a connected person – a relative or friend or other person connected to the child – for a period not exceeding 16 weeks unless subsequently approved as a foster carer Reg 24 CPPR 2011.

	Connected person’s signature:      

	Date:      

	Child or young person’s Social Worker signature:      

	Date:      

	Supervising Social Worker’s signature:      

	Date:      

	Distributed to


	[bookmark: Text99]Child/ young person:      

	Date:      

	[bookmark: Text100]Birth parent:      

	Date:      

	[bookmark: Text101]Foster carer:      

	Date:      
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	Date:      
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	Date:      
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	Date:      
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	Date:      




